Cellular interactions in asthma.
Immediate phase of asthma is induced by mast cells. Late phase asthmatic response is related to other cells such as, macrophages, lymphocytes, eosinophils, and could pass to chronicity and is usually associated with bronchial hyperreactivity. Pathological or functional studies of the different cells involved, could be done in peripheral blood, broncho-alveolar lavage, bronchial biopsies or nasal lavages.